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Abstract

How taxes are determined has an undeniable impact on social justice. Tax,
as a tool for implementing financial and social policies, can be considered
as a means to implement the government’s financial policies on the one
hand, and on the other hand, by applying some facilities to some sections of
society, it can also facilitate the implementation of the government’s social
policies. Tax justice means the right, appropriate, and proper distribution
of the tax burden on the taxpayers. For this purpose, this article aims to
identify justice-oriented indicators in two main tax laws in Iran, i.e. Direct
Taxes Law and Value Added Tax Law. Therefore, the research method
is mixed. Based on this, in the first part of the research, using the content
analysis method, 68 indicators were calculated based on the four traits of
Proportion, equality, inclusiveness, and fairness for tax-centered justice, and
in the quantitative part of the research, the results were obtained by forming
an expert group including 35 questioned tax experts and It was evaluated
and ranked through binomial and Friedman tests. Finally, suggestions were
made for the expansion of tax justice.
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Introduction

Justice as a tax principle is a value concept and is interpreted in different ways
based on different value judgments and criteria. Researchers have emphasized
the importance of examining issues related to tax justice and applying appropriate
solutions to improve the existing conditions and create a fairer system.
According to these principles, tax laws should be regulated in such a way that
these principles are respected and implemented, and this is the issue that will
be examined in this article under the title of tax justice. It should be known
that the equality of people in front of taxes is not just a numerical equality
that everyone pays the same amount or the same proportion of taxes, but that
equality is meant in terms of sacrifice. It means that the tax is proportional to the
tax-paying power and this is where the social, economic, and moral issues come
into the study of the science of finance. Based on this, the innovation of this
research in redefining the evaluation indicators of the definition of tax justice in
the ruling tax laws of the country and analyzing how different elements of tax
laws and regulations (rates, exemptions, remissions, etc.) affect the indicators
of tax justice and Also, there is no research of this quality and this level about
exploring the concept of justice in tax laws.

According to the above explanations, the main issue in this research is the
analysis of the tax justice indicators of the main tax laws in Iran, i.e. the law of
direct taxes and the law of value-added tax.

Research Questions:
1) What are the key indicators of tax justice in the Direct Taxes Law
based on the selected indicators?
2) What are the key indicators of tax justice in the Value Added Tax
Law based on the selected indicators?

Methods and Material

This research in terms of purpose is practical, in nature is Analytical, and in terms
of data collection method, it is a library. According to the purpose of the study,
a mixed design was used in this research. In this research, a multi-stage design
was done sequentially. Therefore, in the beginning, a preliminary qualitative
study was carried out to explain the justice-oriented indicators in the relevant
laws, then in the next stage, based on the findings of the qualitative stage, by
obtaining the opinions of experts through a questionnaire, the indicators were
based on the importance factor using the spss software then were prioritized.

Results and Discussion
This research aims to identify the indicators of tax justice in the law of direct
taxes and the law of value-added tax based on the dimensions of tax justice,
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i.e. Proportion, equality, inclusiveness, and fairness. The characteristics of tax
justice have been examined in several studies (Driscoll, 2023: 145, Bird & Zolt,
2005: 1630, Bird & Zolt, 2019: 35), but what makes this study different from
other studies, regardless of the lack of similar research According to the present
order, the fourth feature for tax justice is called fairness (Almasiet al., 2013:
226). fairness is the behavior of the tax system at the general level or in other
words at the community level.

Finally, 68 indicators were counted based on the mentioned 4 dimensions as
manifestations of tax justice in the mentioned laws. Considering the uniqueness
of the tax laws in each country and also the topic of the current research, the
ability to compare the results with other researches is considered as a limitation
in the path of this research.

Conclusion

The results of the research indicate that in the field of income tax of business
owners, income tax of legal entities, real estate tax, inheritance tax and
value-added tax, the issue of tax justice in some aspects such as the equality
of rates (Articles 59, 105 of the and Article 17 of the Value Added Tax Law),
livelihood exemptions (Articles 57, 84 and 101 of the Value Added Tax Law),
the generality of the provisions of the law for all persons (Articles 238, 237 of
the Value Added Tax Law and Article 9 of the Value Added Tax ), fairness in
the law (Article 8 of Value Added, Note 1 of Article 53 and Article 137 of the
Civil Code) and other articles mentioned in Table No. 2 about the dimensions
of tax justice have been observed, but some issues have also been neglected.
For example, not providing a strong executive guarantee for equal access to the
economic data of individuals by the tax organization, not predicting the annual
inflation growth in the relevant laws (so that the increase in taxes proportional
to the inflation rate is not predicted), levying taxes on the increase in the price of
assets such as Cars and housing, which the individuals themselves do not play a
role in increasing the price of, and other cases that have not been seen in the law on
the dimensions of tax justice or for which special provisions have not been made.
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