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Abstract

With the establishment of the Qajar dynasty and Iran’s integration into the
international arena and the formation of various ministries following the
West, the Ministry of Finance assumed a crucial role in the country. The
Fars province was one of the regions that, given its vastness and significant
revenue potential, was of great importance to the economic life of the Qajars.
With the onset of World War I and Iran’s involvement in the war and the
resulting crises, the methods of taxation and the way it was collected in this
province became a topic worthy of discussion, and examining its dimensions
and angles requires a coherent study. Therefore, this study, with a descriptive-
analytical approach and relying on documents, seeks to answer the question:
What was the status of the tax system in Fars during World War I? The
findings indicate that in the absence of the power of the central government
in this state, the claimants to power not only refused to collect taxes from the
central government treasury; but also, by depriving the people of security
and peace, they were involved in creating numerous other crises. This issue
led to complaints from foreign governments, notably the British, due to
disruptions in their trade. So that they inevitably reflected their complaints to
the central government of Iran.

* Corresponding Author: r.moeeni@cfu.ac.ir
How to Cite: : Moeini Roudbali, R., Keshavarz Beyzaei, M., & Roshanfekr, M. M. (2025). The Status of Persian
Tax System in World War I (1914-1918). Journal of Tax Research, 33(65), 177-206.

Original Research

Accepted:

Received:

p-ISSN: 2251-64-84

e-ISSN: 2717-1817


http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/taxjournal.33.65.177
http://taxjournal.ir/article-1-2386-fa.html

[ Downloaded from taxjournal.ir on 2025-12-12 ]

[ DOI: 10.61882/taxjournal.33.65.177 |

178 | Journal of Tax Research| Volume 33 | Issue 65 | Spring 2025

Introduction

Tax is some part of the income or property of the people that is collected from
all members of the society by a governmental body, by the law to administer
the affairs of the society and the country. The Ministry of Finance gained an
important role in the country upon the establishment of the Qajar Dynasty
and Iran’s integration into the international system, and the establishment of
Western-style ministries.

The Fars State was one of the states that was of great importance to the Qajar
Dynasty due to its vastness and significant income. At the beginning of the 20th
century, Fars included four current provinces of Fars, Hormozgan, Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer Ahmad, and Bushehr. Even some parts of the present Yazd and
Khuzestan were part of the Fars territory. This vast area also included most
of southern Iran and had a special economic position. This geographical area
also included almost all of Iran’s coasts in the Persian Gulf, and trade routes
ran from the Persian Gulf to Tehran and other Iranian cities from its various
ports. In this way, Iran was connected to the open sea and the most important
colony in the world, India. With the outbreak of World War I and the resulting
political, economic, and social crises and disorders, Fars was also affected by
these consequences in such a way that the central government’s supervision
over the province was reduced. During this period, Mokhber al-Saltaneh ruled
Fars. The financial and economic developments of Fars during his rule, as
well as the method of collecting tax revenues, are matters of concern that have
not been given much attention. Understanding the financial system of Fars
during this period; in addition to the method of collecting financial revenues
of Fars, can explain and describe the impact of World War I on the way of
administration of its representatives and those involved. What is noteworthy
about the background of the research is that not much research has been
conducted in the field of economic development, especially tax issues, except
for a few research works by European researchers and domestic monographs
(Ganj Shaygan - Jamalzadeh) so far, the reason for which can be sought in the
lack of sources and documentary evidence related to this category. Therefore,
with a descriptive-analytical approach and getting help from documents from
this period, this research has focused on the state of the financial system of the
Fars state during World War I.

Conclusion

The findings of the research show that foreign governments entered Iran with
the outbreak of World War I and the violation of Iran’s neutrality. During this
critical period and in the absence of a strong central power in the various states
of the country, while depriving the people of security and peace, centrifugal
forces also refused to collect taxes from the central treasury. During the reign
of Mokhber al-Saltaneh Hedayat, who was a moderate politician and a culture-
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loving personality, on Fars, he did his best to restore the security and peace
that had long since disappeared from this state but the difficult national and
international conditions that prevailed in Iran at this time, the lack of support
from local forces, and the sabotage of the British in the Shiraz Consulate,
prevented him from restoring security and peace to Fars as he should have,
and even the taxes were not collected properly. While relying on abundant
trade revenues, a favorable system of customs leasing and its revenues, and the
creation of public welfare, which resulted in a proportionality of taxes to wages,
Western countries did not face obstacles to tax compliance in Iran at this time.
In general, a combination of factors and elements, such as the traditional tax
system, insecurity of communication networks, tribal views and fundamental
and inevitable conflict between tribes and sedentary peoples, the lack of efficient
and effective customs and tax laws, the competition of the Russian and British
governments with the Germans, along with the inefficiency and weakness of
the central government, played a significant role in tax non-compliance during
this period.
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