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Abstract

Taxes are considered as the most important lever of economic and financial
policies in the world and they are used since the past in order to organize
and regulate activities and create necessary adjustments in various economic
sectors and the need to realize tax revenues in different societies is very
important. In this regard, in the current study, the affecting factors on tax
evasion in the world were investigated. This research is applied in terms
of purpose and descriptive in terms of method, which was carried out by
applying meta-analysis method and using comprehensive meta-analysis
software. The population studied in this research was the research conducted
until the year 2021, and finally, after reviewing a lot of research, 36 selected
studies were analyzed. The results showed that managerial factors with a
weight of 0.162 are the first priority. The criteria of environmental criterion
with a weight of 0.161 is the second priority, the factors of cultural and social
criteria with a weight of 0.159 are the third priority. Economic factors with
a weight of 0.157 are the fourth priority. The Legal criteria factors with a
weight of 0.131 are the fifth priority, the criteria technology factors are the
sixth priority with a weight of 0.134 Political criteria factors with a weight of
0.118 are the seventh priority.
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Introduction

The tax system is a fundamental pillar of any healthy economy, serving as
the primary source of government revenue for funding public expenditures
and achieving socio-economic objectives. It performs two critical functions:
an allocative role, by directing resources to specific sectors, and a stabilizing
role, by helping to control inflation and recession. However, the effectiveness
of tax systems is persistently challenged by tax evasion—the illegal act of
deliberately concealing income or inflating deductions to avoid tax liability.
This phenomenon is a significant economic crime that undermines public
revenue, erodes trust in the system, and distorts economic equilibrium. Its
consequences are severe, including reduced government capacity for essential
public investment, negative impacts on economic growth, and the exacerbation
of income inequality, which can lead to social and political tensions. A key
driver of tax evasion is a pervasive negative public perception, where citizens
often view taxes as a purely governmental tool or even an infringement on their
rights. This attitude encourages taxpayers to exploit loopholes and weaknesses
in tax legislation.

The research problem is of particular importance in contexts like Iran, where
national development plans, such as the 20-Year Vision, aim to finance
government operations through non-oil revenues, predominantly taxes. This
strategic goal is critically hampered by statistical evidence showing that tax
revenues currently constitute a minimal share of national income.

While tax evasion has been extensively studied, prior research has often been
limited in scope, focusing on specific communities or examining the relationship
with only isolated variables. To synthesize this fragmented body of knowledge
and provide a more comprehensive understanding, this study employs a meta-
analytic approach.

The core objective of this research is to systematically identify and integrate
the findings from previous studies to answer the main research question: What
are the influential factors on tax evasion identified in previous research? By
applying the rigorous principles of meta-analysis, this study aims to provide a
holistic overview of the key variables that drive tax evasion, thereby offering
valuable insights for policymakers and future research.

Methods and Material

This study employs a quantitative, library-documentary research method,
utilizing a meta-analytic approach. The statistical population consists of 100
scientific research articles on factors influencing tax evasion published globally
between 2011 and 2021. Through a systematic review and application of
specific selection criteria, 36 qualified studies (19 international and 17 Iranian)
were ultimately selected for the final analysis. The data collection and analysis
followed a structured meta-analysis process, using a dedicated checklist to
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calculate effect sizes and synthesize the findings.

Results and Discussion

Based on Cohen’s (1998) established classification, the effect sizes of the
variables tested in the hypotheses were evaluated and categorized into three
distinct tiers to assess their strength, accuracy, and reliability.

The first category comprises variables with a small effect size, ranging from 0
to 0.3. The relationships for these variables are relatively weak, meaning that
hypotheses involving them have a higher probability of not being confirmed in
similar future studies. This group includes factors such as money laundering,
lack of social capital, inefficiency of the tax incentive and penalty system, tax
ethics, religiosity and other social norms, general attitudes and inherent distrust
of the government, lack of trade openness and a free market system, lack of
coordination between unions/guilds and the tax administration, and illegal
concealment by taxpayers.

The second category consists of variables demonstrating a medium effect size,
between 0.3 and 0.5. Hypotheses associated with these factors are more robust
and reliable than those in the first category. This tier includes a wide range of
influential factors, such as tax burden, government size, consumer or supplier
income, unemployment rate, public distrust in the government structure, general
political conditions including economic sanctions, tax morale, tax fairness,
literacy rate, gender and other demographic factors, cumbersome and non-
transparent regulations, administrative bureaucracy, inefficient tax structure,
lack of practical skills among some tax auditors, market and guild performance,
incompetence and lack of expertise among taxpayers and tax managers, and
contradictions and multiplicity in various payable taxes.

The third and most significant category includes variables with a large effect
size, exceeding 0.5. These factors possess a very high degree of strength and
confidence. This indicates that if these specific hypotheses are tested again in
subsequent research, they are highly likely to be confirmed. The key variables in
this powerful group are inflation, corruption among tax officials, an individual’s
social and personal status, complexity of the tax collection system, the judiciary
and corruption within the tax system, and high compliance costs.

Furthermore, Based on the calculated weight and effect size of each antecedent,
the prioritization of tax evasion antecedents is as follows: Managerial
antecedents (weight: 0.162) are the highest priority, followed by Environmental
(0.161), Cultural-Social (0.159), Economic (0.157), Legal-Judicial (0.152),
Technological (0.134), and finally Political antecedents (0.105).
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Conclusion

Based on the meta-analysis, the antecedents of tax evasion were categorized into
seven criteria and prioritized by their effect size. Managerial antecedents (0.162)
were the most significant, followed by environmental (0.161), cultural-social
(0.159), economic (0.157), legal-judicial (0.152), technological (0.134), and
political factors (0.105). To combat tax evasion, key recommendations include
increasing governmental transparency in the use of tax revenues, leveraging
technology to digitize the tax system and reduce cash transactions, and
strengthening monitoring by linking national IDs to financial data. Furthermore,
fostering a culture of trust and demonstrating how taxes fund public services
are crucial. It is suggested that future research compare these factors across
different cultures and countries, particularly contrasting strategies in developing
versus developed nations.

Keywords: Tax, Tax Evasion, Meta-Analysis.
JEL Classification: H20, H26, C15.
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