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Abstract

Introduction

Studies related to the field of taxation have expanded in various dimensions
such as tax policy, tax justice, tax evasion, economic effects of taxation, and
more, over recent decades. This expansion highlights the high importance
of this topic in academic research. However, the rapid growth in the volume
of publications and the complexity of related topics have increasingly
emphasized the need for a comprehensive map of existing knowledge in this
field. Despite the growing importance of taxation studies, the dispersion of
topics and the diversity of research methods in this area make it difficult for
researchers to access a comprehensive and coherent perspective. Researchers
and policymakers often face challenges such as determining research
priorities, identifying research gaps, and understanding dominant trends in
this field. In such circumstances, the absence of a comprehensive map of
existing knowledge can lead to redundancy, resource wastage, and missed
research opportunities. Therefore, this study, using bibliometric methods and
network visualization tools, aims to map the knowledge structure of taxation
studies. The main objective of this research is to identify the conceptual
structure, research trends, and emerging topics of interest in this field.
The results can help researchers and policymakers make more informed
decisions in designing and implementing taxation studies by providing a
better understanding of the current state of the field.
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Methods and Materials

This research was conducted using bibliometric analysis. Data were processed
using VOSviewer, UCINet, and BibExcel software. The data for this study
were extracted from the Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC) using
the keyword “taxation.” The extracted data over the past 26 years (from 1998
to 2023) included 684 documents, in which the authors used 2,665 keywords.
After extracting the keywords, standardization and normalization of concepts
were performed. Following standardization, 1,401 unique keywords remained.
By selecting a threshold, a 154x154 matrix was created, with diagonal cell
values set to zero. Cluster analysis using the K-means method in VOSviewer
was employed to draw the map.

Results and Discussion

According to the strategic diagram, the first quadrant includes tax evasion &
corporate governance (5), tax modeling & digital economy (9), and VAT &
macroeconomic dynamics (10), which are the main topics of this period. These
clusters are cohesive and central to the research field, focusing on a large part of
the network. The second quadrant, in terms of importance and impact, is ranked
lower than the clusters in the first quadrant. This section remains cohesive but has
lost its centrality, representing a smaller, specialized part of the research field.
No clusters were placed in this quadrant in this study. The clusters of corporate
taxation and accounting frameworks (1), Business taxation & subsidy policies
(4), Direct & indirect tax reforms (6), Tax equity & income distribution (7),
and Fiscal policy & macroeconomic growth (8) represent emerging or declining
sections of the network. The fourth quadrant includes clusters that have not
yet matured but have the potential to become main sections. In this study, the
clusters of environmental taxes and sustainable development in Iran (2), and the
Islamic taxation systems & legal enforcement (3), fall into this quadrant.

Figure 1. Strategic diagram of the taxation field
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Conclusion

The clusters in the first quadrant of the strategic diagram, including tax evasion
& corporate governance (5), Tax modeling & digital economy (9), and VAT &
Macroeconomic dynamics (10), are recognized as the core and cohesive clusters
of taxation research during the studied period. These clusters, with centrality
and density above the average (29.7 and 0.555, respectively), indicate a high
concentration of research on these topics and strong intra-cluster and inter-
cluster connections. Cluster 10, with the highest centrality of 31.6 and a density
of 1.511, plays a pivotal role in linking value-added tax with macroeconomic
issues and serves as the hub of thematic interactions in the field. In this cluster,
the highest weight is assigned to the concept of value-added tax. Cluster 9,
with a density of 0.758, highlights the importance of digital technology and
innovation in the tax system. This cluster focuses on emerging concepts such as
electronic taxation and e-commerce, reflecting technological advancements in
the tax system.

Meanwhile, Cluster 5, with a centrality of 8.4, addresses the challenges of tax
evasion and corporate governance as influential topics in the research network.
The high weight of optimal tax rates reflects the search for a balance between
government revenues and private sector incentives. Concepts such as earnings
quality and earnings management may also reflect concerns about financial
reporting transparency. The placement of these clusters in the first quadrant
indicates their thematic maturity, widespread influence in the network structure,
and the focus of research on fundamental and strategic issues in taxation.

The second quadrant of the strategic diagram includes clusters with high
density but lower centrality compared to the average. These clusters represent
specialized and emerging topics that, despite internal cohesion, have not yet
established extensive interactions with other research areas or gained a central
position in the overall research structure. The absence of clusters in the second
quadrant may indicate a focus in the research literature on strategic issues (first
quadrant) and the dominance of emerging (third quadrant) and potential (fourth
quadrant) topics, without independent, cohesive specialized areas emerging.
The third quadrant of the strategic diagram includes clusters with lower density
and centrality compared to the average, representing emerging or declining
topics in the research network. The clusters in this quadrant include corporate
taxation and accounting frameworks (1), Business taxation & subsidy policies
(4), Direct & indirect tax reforms (6), Tax equity & income distribution (7), and
fiscal policy & macroeconomic growth (8).

The fourth quadrant of the strategic diagram includes clusters with centrality
above the average but density below it, identified as topics with growth potential.
The clusters of environmental taxes and sustainable development in Iran (2),
and the Islamic taxation systems & legal enforcement (3), fall into this quadrant.
These clusters have the potential to become main topics in the future, and their
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cohesion and influence in the network will strengthen with targeted research.
Cluster analysis shows that value-added tax, as the core of research in this field,
holds a unique position with a focus on macroeconomic impacts such as inflation
and GDP. Overall, the dominant focus of research has been on strategic and
technology-driven issues, while emerging clusters are still in the early stages of
maturity and require more attention. These clusters show that taxation is a topic
that has expanded from basic concepts to specialized applications in various
fields.

Keywords: Tax, Tax Justice, Tax System, Value-Added Tax, ISC Database.
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