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Abstract

The purpose of the present paper is to study the effect of taxation on savings
deposit interest on the total portfolio (the combination of economic agents’
financial and capital assets) and saving, using the Financial Computable
General Equilibrium (FCGE) approach. For this purpose, the data from Iran’s
Social Financial Accounting Matrix (SAM) of 1999 was used. Financial
assets and liabilities have been separated into ten groups, using the statement
of cash flow published in 1999 by the Central Bank Model. Calibration has
been done using the GAMS software and the NLP method. In this study,
levying a ten percent tax on the savings deposit interest shows that the total
economic agents’ savings, including households and the government, and
the investment of financial institutions in the construction and real estate
sector will increase by 0.92%, 9.72%, and 37%, respectively. Also, savings
deposits, demand deposits, and shares will increase by 5.13%, 3.2%, and
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8.8%, respectively. whereas, the total direct investment of economic agents
decreases by 1.4% and the amount of short-term and long-term lending to
economic agents decreases by 1.18% and 2.58%, respectively.

The lack of coherent and advanced financial markets, the avoidance of keeping
gold and foreign exchange by economic agents due to risk aversion and the lack
of cash returns, and the lack of access to the housing market can be considered
as one of the significant reasons for savings deposit increasing for all economic
agents.

Introduction

According to the sanctions increasing since 2018 and confronting the difficulty
of selling oil, expanding the government’s tax revenue, regarding the recent
budget deficit, is necessary and is a clear issue. Expanding the tax base, such as
taxation on the bank deposits interest, adopting methods to prevent tax evasion,
and designing and implementing tax incentive policies can solve this problem.
One of the main concerns of the opponents of taxation on the savings deposit
interest in Iran is the reduction of its effective rate, especially considering
the existing inflation. According to the official statistics, the real interest rate
(deposit interest rate after deducting the inflation rate) in Iran, from 1997 to
2021, fluctuated and was negative in most of the years, but the volume of savings
deposits was increasing. Generally, the study of the factors affecting the volume
of bank deposits is related to the two areas of savings and asset composition.
Therefore, in the present paper, the effect of taxation on savings deposit interest
on the total portfolio (the combination of economic agents’ financial and
capital assets) and saving, using the Financial Computable General Equilibrium
(FCGE) approach was studied. For this purpose, the data from Iran’s Social
Financial Accounting Matrix (SAM) of 1999 was used. Financial assets and
liabilities have been separated into ten groups, using the statement of cash flow
published in 1999 by the Central Bank Model. Calibration has been done using
the GAMS software and the NLP method.

Model Specification

For this study, version 1.3 of Iran’s financial computable general equilibrium

model was used which was developed by the Monetary and Banking Research

Institute of Iran’s Central Bank. In this model, there are three essential conditions:

1. Equilibrium condition: The total income of each economic agent is equal to
its total expenses. Also, financial and capital resources are equal to financial
and capital expenditures.

2. The condition of zero profit for production activities and firms (the existence
of perfect competition conditions in the goods and services markets)

3. The condition of clearing of all markets: The markets of goods and services,
production factors, currency, and finance are in the equilibrium situation of
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supply and demand, and the equilibrium price is the result of this equilibrium.
The model assumptions include full employment, constant and exogenous
supply of production factors, constant and exogenous net receipts from the
foreign world and foreign saving, endogeneity of exchange rate, balance in
the government budget, and the current account and capital account balance
(balance of foreign payments). One of the main conditions of general equilibrium
models is the clearing of markets. Additionally, the currency market clearing
condition should be met in the trade balance section. To achieve financial market
equilibrium, the total of kind each of financial asset of all economic agents
must be equal to their financial liabilities. For instance, if savings deposits are
considered financial assets for some economic agents, the sum of these deposits
must equal the total amount of savings deposits held by financial institutions
(liabilities of institutions).

Model Implementation Results

In the financial expenses sector, the household’s financial portfolio and savings
deposit increased, and direct investment in construction and real estate and
non-construction and real estate decreased. In contrast, the government’s financial
assets decreased by almost 8.8%, and the government’s direct investment in
non-construction and real estate increased by 44.7%. The financial assets of
financial companies decreased by 1.8%, and investment increased by 37%. The
reduction in government and financial companies’ deposits was compensated
by the increase in households and non-financial companies’ deposits and the
total deposits increased by 5 percent.

The weighted sum of households and non-financial companies’ direct
investment in housing decreased by 6.2%. However, the reduction in the
households, the oil and gas sector, and non-financial companies’ investment
in the non-construction and real estate sector was compensated by the increase
of 44.7% and 37%, respectively, in the government and financial companies’
investment, and the overall investment in the mentioned sector decreased by
only 0.3%. The weighted sum of economic agents’ financial expenses decreased
by 0.22%, which includes a 1.4% decrease in the weighted sum investment of
the construction and real estate and the non-construction and real estate sectors
and a 0.4% increase in the agents’ financial portfolio.

In the financial resources sector, the debt of financial institutions increased by
5% because they are the only collector of total savings deposits. Short-term and
long-term loans of the agents’ debt portfolio decreased by 1.18% and 2.58%,
respectively. Securities except shares are the liabilities that have increased by
8% in the agent’s debt portfolio, and currency and foreign currency deposits
decreased by 2.54%.

The total reduction of households’ financial resources was 0.37%, where their
total debts decreased by 1.87%, and their savings increased by 0.92%. Due to



10 | Scientific Journal, Tax Research | Volume 32 | Issue 61 | Spring 2024

the government revenue increases, its savings increased by 9.72%; despite a
1.47% increase in government debts, its total financial resources indicated a
4.33% increase.

Despite increasing the securities except shares, all debt items in the capital trade
balance and the foreign debt portfolio were increased. The biggest decrease is
related to long-term loans by 2.58% and then currency and currency deposits,
followed by monetary gold and withdrawal rights decreased by 2.5% and 1.8%,
respectively. These increases and decreases reduced the total amount of foreign
debts by 0.3%

Conclusion

In this study, levying a ten percent tax on savings deposit interest shows that the
total savings of economic agents (mainly households 0.92% and government
9.72%) and the financial institutions’ investment in the construction and real
estate sector will increase by 37 percent. In addition, savings deposits, demand
deposits, and stocks will increase by 5.13, 3.2, and 8.8 percent, respectively.
The lack of coherent and advanced financial markets, the avoidance of keeping
gold and foreign exchange by economic agents due to risk aversion and the
lack of cash returns, and the lack of access to the housing market can be
considered as one of the significant reasons for savings deposits increasing for
all economic agents. Also, based on the relevant theory, despite taxation on
savings deposit interest, due to the wealth effect and substitution effect, there
is a possibility of increasing the deposit because it is a part of wealth and an
asset with no risk of changing the nominal value. The results of this study show
that in relatively normal and stable economic conditions, such as the economic
conditions of 1999, levying a ten percent tax on savings deposit interest cannot
cause any significant instability in parallel markets, like housing and currency
markets. It is clear that the results of the mentioned taxation can be affected by
the recent economic conditions of the country, especially regarding political
and exogenous variables such as sanctions and COVID-19, and hence can vary.

Keywords: Tax- Savings Deposit, Financial Computable General Equilibrium,
Bank Facility, Social Accounting Matrix (SAM)
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